Attorney Docket No. AN06129P1US 
Serial No. 10/007,861 

t 

AMENDMENT TO THE ABSTRACT 

Please amend the Abstract as follows: 

Abstract of the Disclosure 

This invention relates to a A process for the production of an aqueous sol 
containing silica-based particles which comprises (a) acidifying an aqueous 
silicate solution to a pH of from 1 to 4 to form an acid sol; (b) alkalising the acid 
sol at an SiC>2 content within the range of from 4.5 to 8% by weight; (c) allowing 
particle growth of the alkalised sol for at least 10 minutes; or heat-treating the 
alkalised sol at a temperature of a least 30°C; (d) alkalising the obtained sol to a 
pH of at least 10.0; and (e) optionally concentrating the sol obtained according to 
(b), (c) or (d) to prov i d e a n a qu e ous so l cont a in i ng si l ica - bas e d part i c le s and 
hav i ng a sp e c i f i c surfac e ar ea of a t le ast 90 m 2 /g a qu e ous so l ; as w el l a s a n 
a qu e ous so l conta i n i ng silica - ba se d part i c le s obt ai nabl e by th e proc e ss. Th e 
i nv e nt i on a l so r el at e s to an a qu e ous so l conta i ning s ili ca - based p a rtic les wh i ch 
sol has a spec i fic surfac e ar ea of at le ast 1 15 m 2 /g aqu e ous sol and an S - valu e 
w i th i n th e rang e of from 10 to 4 5% or cont ai ns si li c a- bas e d p a rt i c le s having a 
sp e c i f i c surfac e ar e a of at l e ast 550 a nd le ss than 1000 m 2 /g S i 0 2 . Th e inv e ntion 
furth e r r ela t e s to th e us e of th e a qu e ou s s o l conta i n i ng sili c a- b a s e d partic l es as a 
dra i nag e a nd r e t e nt i on a i d i n th e product i on of pap e r as w ell as a proc e ss for th e 
product i on of p a p e r from an aqueous su s p e ns i on conta i n i ng c ell u l os i c f i br e s, and 
opt i ona l fil le r, i n wh i ch s ili c a- bas e d part i c le s and at le ast on e ch a rg e d organ i c 
po l ym e r ar e a dd e d to th e c ell ulos i c susp e ns i on . 
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